
 

O CHRONICLES 

A PUBLICATION OF THE OCONOMOWOC AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM 

103 W. JEFFERSON ST., P. O. BOX 969, OCONOMOWOC, WI 53066 

THE 

oconomowochistoricalsociety.org     

VOLUME 7   ISSUE 3   July 2015 

Quarterly Membership Meeting of the Oconomowoc Area Historical Society 
Program to be held at the Museum, 103 W. Jefferson St. 

 

Saturday, July 25, 2015  
 

9:30 am Coffee & Conversation; 10:00 am Membership Meeting  
with a special program to follow on 

 
 
 

The Counsell Family  

Chronicles 

England 1830  

to Oconomowoc 1940 
 

 

Please join John Counsell's great-granddaughters to learn about him, his children (pictured here), their lives 

as early settlers in our community, and their legacies today.  Be sure to see our newest exhibit featuring the 

Counsell Family in the "Portal to History Room," including this portrait of his children taken in 

Oconomowoc when Gilbert F. Counsell married Mary Marguerite "Miggie" Cole on December 31, 1896. 

 

Our program promises to be a trip through time. Nan Wilke will detail her visit to Brent Knoll in Somerset, 

England, where she explored some of the early family residences. Patricia Mesarich and Mary Blaska will 

introduce you to each person in this photo, including their own grandfathers, Charles Henry ("CH") and his 

brother, Gilbert.  Susan VanDenBerg will provide technical support for the entire presentation, including 

some beautiful photographs discovered in Miggie's attic. And what, exactly, did this young woman envision 

as her future? On June 13, 1890, Miggie Cole delivered the Oconomowoc High School commencement 

address, entitled "The Future Woman of the U.S." Her insights on 125 years ago will surprise you! 

 

From the past to the present, let us explore together the Counsell family story through time: leaving England 

in 1840, living in Oconomowoc at the turn of the last century, and existing today through the legacy of their 

children and children's children. This exhibit and presentation offer a look-back at our local history which is 

unique and yet quite personal. 
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ON THE CORNER OF JEFFERSON AND MAIN 

The entrance to the museum is so beautifully inviting with the new sidewalks and stairs! The 

Oconomowoc Area Historical Society and Museum's Executive Committee and Board of Directors 

salutes member Jean Neal for accenting this improved approach to our front doors by filling planters on 

either side with lovely flowers for each changing season. Jean has also arranged to have our shrubs and 

bushes kept neatly trimmed whenever and wherever needed, and we are most appreciative of Jean's 

artistic landscaping skills. 

 

So, "Come on in!" to paraphrase TV's Bob Baker. The doors to the museum are open, and we look 

forward to your visits this season. Our volunteers worked very hard to clean, update, and create new 

exhibits for our local patrons and out-of-town guests.  The new Counsell Family Exhibit is worth the trip 

alone, but once you enter, you will also be drawn down to the main floor to inspect the model railroad 

expansion and all the other new or improved exhibits, as well.  

 

The May 13th Gala was a fun success again this year. With such an enthusiastic turnout of museum 

supporters, it is certain to be an annual event. If you weren't able to attend, of course we missed you, but 

the opportunity is there for you to be here next year. Yes! The Gala has become such a perfect way to 

open our visiting season. 

  

Again this year we are offering the cemetery tours.  

What a wonderful way to get outside and exercise by taking 

a walk through LaBelle Cemetery and enjoying a history 

lesson at the same time! Copies of the tours can be printed 

out on your computer from our new website: 

 oconomowochistoricalsociety.org 
 

Or you could plan a fun-filled day with an initial tour stop 

at the museum, then pick up the necessary cemetery guide 

papers there, and finish up with a second tour at the 

cemetery.  
 

Whatever you choose, we will be looking for you! 
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SUMMER 2015 

VISITING HOURS  Thursday, Friday, and Sunday 1-4pm.  
 

OFFICE HOURS Tuesday and Thursday 10am-4pm or by appointment.  
 

RESEARCH HOURS during office hours or through appointment are also available. 
 

Special tours and educational programs can be arranged for groups of 10 or more, but only through appointment. 

We welcome scouts, organizations, school students and/or class reunion groups.  
 

Donations for the collections are gladly accepted if they fit the collection procurement policy. Call any time 

during office hours to discuss your donation.  



ARCHIVAL COMMITTEE 

The committee is without a chairperson and members.  However, with intermittent volunteers, the 

accessions have been recorded.  This year we have had: 
 

Original artwork donations from: 

Koehler/Pentacoff – charcoal /water color of a railroad station,  a cottage in the woods and a covered bridge, 

all unframed 

Ron Froemming – pen & ink of Redemptorist 1989 

Kurt Ludwig – from estate of Robert Ludwig – oil painting of a clown, framed 

Constance Conrader – a pastel of Oconomowoc Hospital in a professional frame 

Steven Delahunt – a lithograph of Oconomowoc 1885 in a beautiful historic frame 
 

Books donated by: 

Vickie Bence - Oconomowoc High School yearbooks - we still have years open and in search for books.   

A hand signed hard cover book, on M.R. Wilkinson’s letters sent during his service in WWI, signed by Gert 

Wilkinson – we have two more books for our research library. 

Sentry Equipment hard cover book “90 Years of Talent”, hand signed by authors.  
 

Artifacts donated by: 

Eileen Daly – WWI Doughboy hat and army cap 

Hilton Neal – Large color Topographical World map pre 1950s 

Rae Kinn estate – large collection of Oconomowoc history books, scrapbooks, collection of Kinn Motors 

history and a collection of history of postcards. 

Judy Kucharski and Betty Dow each donated wedding dresses and accessories 

Jeanette Michalets – vintage robe, clothing and books 

Judy Rhodee – wicker pram with an umbrella circa 1940s 

Gail Chiarello – collection of vintage railroad books, actual instruction and specifications of GM Diesel 

Engines circa 1951 – 1973 

Chuck & Genny Laabs – pair of Lederhosen, Tyrolean hat with many collectable pins from communities in 

Germany, and German stein. 

oconomowochistoricalsociety.org     3 SUMMER 2015 

 

O 

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
At a recent May City Common Council meeting, aldermen pondered the renaming of 

Collins Street in downtown Oconomowoc. Fortunately, the Historical Society's Local 

History Committee had one of its members "on task," who happened to know and was 

able to collect the history of Washington Collins. Here is what followed: 

 

"I just found out about the possible renaming of Collins Street at tonight’s 

council meeting. As a member of the Local History Committee for the 

Oconomowoc Area Historical Society's museum, I think it is important that 

you know a bit about Washington Wallace Collins, the very first mayor of 

Oconomowoc and the man (and his family) for whom the street is named. I 

have a transcript of his obituary originally printed in a 1902 local 

newspaper. I wonder if it would be possible to have someone please read it 

at the meeting tonight?    

Continued on Page 4 



WHAT’S IN A NAME?    
Continued from Page 3 

 

Oconomowoc Enterprise March 8, 1902: 

 Oconomowoc, Wis., March 8, -- [Special]. W. W. Collins, who had been station agent of the Chicago Milwaukee & St. Paul 

Railway company here for forty years, died at 9:30 o'clock this morning. He suffered a stroke of Apoplexy last night.  

Mr. Collins was born at Craftsbury, Vt., August 22, 1822. He came to Wisconsin in the early 1850's and located first in 

Milwaukee, shortly afterwards coming to this city. He was married here March 17, 1847, to Miss Julia Campbell, who died 

August 2, 1899. He had always been prominently identified with affairs in this city. He was the first town clerk, the first mayor, 

first postmaster and station agent for the Milwaukee road for over forty years. He is survived by three sons, W. G. of 

Tomahawk, Sumner J. of Chicago and William W. of Mason City, IN, and two daughters, Mrs. P. C. Eldridge of Wanwatosh 

and Miss Kate Collins of this city.   

Long Railroad Service. The senior Mr. Collins was for half a century the Oconomowoc agent of what is now the Chicago, 

Milwaukee & St. Paul road. He was the first agent here of the Milwaukee & La Crosse road, when that pioneer railroad was 

pushed slowly westward from Milwaukee toward the Mississippi River at La Crosse. He had come west a short time before, and 

became interested in railroad building, and was duly appointed local agent for Oconomowoc, after having served the new 

company in other positions for several years during the construction of the road. Although 82 years of age, Mr. Collins 

continued unusually active until a short time ago, and on Christmas last all three of his sons, the wives of two of them, with 

their children, went to Oconomowoc to spend the day with their father, a custom established by the children many years ago. 

About five or six years ago the senior Mr. and Mrs. Collins celebrated their golden wedding in the presence of their five 

children and a number of grandchildren and other relatives. The old couple was beloved by the entire community, and many 

were the sincere well-wishes bestowed upon them upon that happy occasion. A year or two later, Mrs. Collins died, since which 

time and up to his death, the aged husband had lived quietly at the family home in Oconomowoc. Although not expected to 

perform a great amount of work as representative of the road, during recent years, he remained the local agent there in fact, 

and all business had his sanction and signature. 

"Proud of His Sons: The one result of his long and faithful railroad live and duty, which gave Mr. Collins more pride and real 

joy than any other one thing, was the fact that his three sons, W. G., Sumner J. and W. W. Collins, entered the railroad service 

in boyhood and each one held important and prominent official positions. From messenger boys and telegraph operators, each 

one of the boys was advanced along the line of promotion until each has occupied positions near the head in the operating 

departments of railroads, and one of the, W. G. Collins, became general manager of the Milwaukee system before he retired 

from railroad business, three years ago, to engage extensively in the lumber business with W. H. Bradley at Tomahawk, where 

he is now located. He was for years a general superintendent of the road, and previous to that had been superintendent of 

various divisions of the system upon which he started as a messenger boy. Sumner J. Collins was also for years prominent in 

the operating department of the road, but left to become general superintendent of a Southern road some years ago, and for six 

or seven years, and up until a few months ago, he was general superintendent of the Wisconsin Central. W. W. Collins is a 

present superintendent of an Iowa division of the Milwaukee, with headquarters of Mason City, IA. There are also two 

daughters, one of whom is the wife of Supt. Eldridge of the Prairie du Chien division, and a younger daughter, Miss Collins, 

who resided with her father at Oconomowoc. 

 

As you can see, the Collins family was an integral part of the history of Oconomowoc and the history of the 

railroad in Oconomowoc. It is very fitting that the road outside the depot was named for this community-involved 

family. The last line in our La Belle cemetery tour biography of W. W. is: 'Four sons and one son-in-law worked 

for the railroad, so it is fitting that Collins St. is the address of the city’s historic train depot.'”  (see photo page 3) 

(Rebecca Eash, volunteer, Local History Committee, Oconomowoc Area Historical Society) 

 

It was this quick effort that saved the name of Collins Street!  Not all things go this smoothly, but surely the city's 

aldermen were pleased to have this information presented to them to help them make the right decision ....  and of 

course history has once again been preserved! 
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ELK STATUE 
 

Our elk began its existence in 

Oconomowoc on the Shufeldt Estate 

known as "The Anchorage."  

 

The Shufeldt elk is made of zinc and is 

thought to have been manufactured in the 

northeastern part of the U.S. around 1899 

or 1900. We believe this to be accurate 

because in 1983, during one of the elk’s 

restorations, a piece of newspaper dated 

January or February 1, 1900, was found 

crumpled inside one if its antlers. The elk 

is approximately nine feet tall, six feet 

wide, and around 1200 pounds.  

 

Henry Howey Shufeldt, a wealthy 

Chicago distiller, along with his brother 

George, purchased 90 acres of land on the 

east shore of Lac La Belle. George would 

soon sell his half of the land, but Henry 

kept his tract of 45 acres intact. In 1867, 

Henry Shufeldt built a four-story Queen 

Anne villa, which he named “The 

Anchorage." 

 

Shufeldt’s “summer cottage” included 

seven bedrooms and seven baths as well 

as many porches, gables, and a palatial 

staircase leading to a boathouse. Shufeldt 

was known for his lavish gardens and beautiful fountains. Roses of all types and colorful wildflowers 

lined the walkways and carriage drives throughout the 45-acre estate. 

 

Along with the flowers, statuary of various kinds dotted the estate – our elk being one of them. On 

Sundays, Shufeldt allowed the townspeople to ride along his carriage lanes and to stroll down his 

garden paths. During the winter, when The Anchorage was shuttered and the Shufeldt's were wintering 

at the spas in Germany, some of the townspeople walked on down to the lake and had their picture 

taken with the elk. 

 

By 1923, shortly after Mrs. Henry Shufeldt’s death, John Beggs had purchased the entire Anchorage 

estate. When Beggs died in 1925, the land and buildings were sold to a developer and subdivided. 

Some of the original Shufeldt buildings still exist and have been remodeled into modern homes. 

 

In approximately 1950, when Claude Debbink bought the property on what is now Anchorage Road, 

our elk was moved to the old Draper Hall Park on Lac La Belle. In 1952, Draper Hall was converted to 

a home for elderly women, Villa St. Ann, and operated by the Sisters of St. Dominic. It was sold again 
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Continued from Page 5 
 

 in March 1967, and in December of that year it was razed. Hilbert Scherffius purchased the elk 

in 1967 and moved it to his home at 691 Lac La Belle Drive. 
 

Stan and Cheryl Christiansen purchased the Scherffius property along with the elk in 1981. When they 

moved to 292 Lac La Belle Drive, the elk came along with them, residing quite happily in the 

Christiansen’s yard until 2004. 
 

Most remaining zinc sculptures are more than 100 years old, as is our elk. Since the cast metal is brittle, 

the most common problems are breakage and separation of the seams where pieces were joined at the 

foundry. 
 

In October of 2004, Stan and Cheryl Christiansen contacted our museum to ask if the Historical Society 

would be interested in acquiring the elk as a gift to the community. It took two years, however, for all 

the details to be worked through. 
 

On October 24, 2006, while being transported to the museum, the snowmobile trailer in which the 

Shufeldt elk was being carried hit a bump or rut in the road, causing the statue to tip. This tipping 

apparently broke a leg or legs, resulting in the loosening of the statue from its pedestal. 
 

The statue collapsed entirely inside 

the trailer and broke into six large 

pieces, seven to nine medium-

sized pieces, and about twenty-five 

smaller fragments. The now 

exposed broken pieces of the elk 

revealed multiple repairs over the 

years, especially in the legs' and 

antlers' areas. The legs had been 

filled with epoxy and steel 

armature. Fiberglass was also used 

in the repair of the legs at some 

point in the history of the elk. 

These repairs strengthened the elk 

and helped to repair whatever 

damage was done. 
 

Robb Memmel, who at one time 

had put the epoxy and armature 

into the legs, determined that the elk, even with the new damage, could be repaired and was willing to 

do the work The elk restoration project took approximately eight months from the day the elk broke into 

pieces to the day it arrived, complete, at the museum on August 13, 2007. 
 

Recalling that the elk had been broken and repaired numerous times since it was originally cast, those 

who transported the statue to its permanent base at the museum took extra care in moving it. In October 

2007, the Shufeldt elk was formally dedicated. 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

Greetings to all our Historical Society 

members! Please note that membership 

fees for the 2015 fiscal year were due on November 

1, 2014. There are some of our faithful members 

who seem to have forgotten to send in their dues…it 

happens to lots of us now and then! If you haven’t 

had the opportunity to pay your current annual dues, 

we would appreciate it if you could take care of that 

and keep your membership active.  The form is on 

the back of this newsletter, so you can just mail it in 

or drop it off at the museum if you are going there 

for a visit…thanks! 

 

Within the last three months, the following members 

have joined us:  

Shawn Becher 

Lee Wojcik 

Julia Simpson 

David Evans 

 

Welcome to you all!  

We look forward to working with you in our 

society’s activities. Since we are always in need of 

new people willing to invest time and energy in our 

organization, please don’t hesitate, both you new and 

old members, to talk up our organization to friends 

and family. Though we do not have as many new 

people joining us as last quarter, any growth in 

membership is a positive for our active troupe of 

local historians! 

 

Our membership roll as of June 8, 2015 shows a total 

of 237 memberships, with a breakdown of 92 single 

memberships and 70 (140) couples’ memberships, 

along with 5 student memberships. There are also 12 

organization/business/municipality memberships and 

35 free memberships.  

 

Birthdays and Special Days 
 

Have you thought of giving an Historical Society 

membership or purchasing one of our historical 

books for that special day of celebration? Either 

would be a great gift that will last the entire year and 

give hours of entertainment. 

  

Barb Elwood-Goetsch 

Membership Chair 

 

O 2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Officers  & Executive Committee 

Elected Annually by Full Board 

President: Rod Bluhm 

Vice President: Mac Dorn 

Secretary: Pam Thomas 

Treasurer: Hilton Neal 

Past President: Ralph Garcia 
   

    Board of Directors  

Mary Blaska 

Sandie Carter 

Eileen Daly 

Barbara Elwood-Goetsch 

Ron Froemming 

Shirley Hinds 

Barbara Hirsch 

Duane Hoffmann 

Ed Johnson 

Audrey Keck 

Carol Lamm 

Jacky Morgan 

Kurt Schrang 

Douglas Stern  

 

Directors appointed by  

Member Organizations 

Bob Duffy, 

City of Oconomowoc 

Brad Ducklow, 

Oconomowoc School District 

LaBelle Cemetery 



It is the mission of the Oconomowoc Area Historical Society and Museum to serve our many constituencies as a community resource and learning 

center, committed to historic preservation and research; and to inspire and encourage curiosity and passion for our historic treasures. 

2015 MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
OCONOMOWOC AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
 REGULAR  SENIOR (65+)  ORGANIZATIONAL  STUDENT 
 __$15 Individual __$12 Individual __$50    __$2 each 
 __$30 Couple  __$24 Couple      __Donations   
 
Name:________________________________________  Address:_________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________ State:______ Zip:______________ Phone:___________________________ 

Email Address:__________________________________________      ____ New Membership      ____Renewal 

I am interested in helping in the following areas:   Please contact me with more information _____ 

___Computer Entry ___Education Committee  ___Publicity   ___Construction/Remodeling 
___Museum Docent ___Building Operations  ___Newsletter Mailing  ___Long Range Planning 
___Museum Greeter ___Artifacts Committee  ___Refreshments Comm.  ___Genealogy Research 
___Local History Comm. ___Exhibit Committee  ___Fund Raising Comm.  ___Other 
          
Please make check payable to:  Oconomowoc Area Historical Society, Inc. 
    Attn: Barb Elwood-Goetsch, P. O. Box 969, Oconomowoc, WI 53066 

Nonprofit Org. 
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OCONOMOWOC HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P. O. BOX 969, OCONOMOWOC, WI 53066 
 

MUSEUM: 103 West Jefferson St. 
262-569-0740 / oahsm@att.net 
oconomowochistoricalsociety.org 
 
HOURS: Thursday, Friday & Sunday 1:00 to 4:00 pm 
The Museum is open May 1 to early December. 
Call for other hours and tours by appointment. 
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