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Saturday, October 31, 2015  
 

9:30 am Coffee & Conversation; 10:00 am Membership Meeting  
with a special program to follow on 

 
 
 

Antique Clocks’ Repair  

& Restoration 
 

by Rich Gilbert 
 

 
 

Come and see a part of Mr. Gilbert's collection as he explains the differences 
between the inner clockworks and what makes some timepieces more important than 
others.  Rich has been repairing and restoring clocks for many years and has some 
interesting stories to go along with several of them.  Join us on this timely adventure! 

AUTUMN 2015 

MUSEUM HOURS 
The museum visitation hours end on December 4

th.  

Thank you to all that made this a record visiting year.  

Docents, Greeters, Committee Members, and other 

Volunteers -- thank you for your hard work and 

dedication.  The Society cannot operate without you.  

We wish you very happy holidays! 
 

Special programs and reserved tours will continue in 

the months of December through April.  Reserve your 

tour early to get your preferred date. 

NOMINATIONS  
It is time again for the Nominations Committee to 

announce candidates for election to the Board of 

Directors for 2015-2016. Kurt Schrang, Nominations 

Committee Chair, reported that all currently serving 

directors, whose terms were up this year, were 

contacted, and all agreed to commit to another term. 

There was also one Director’s position open.  Laurie 

Muffler expressed an interest in filling that position 

and therefore has been nominated. The slate will be 

presented for approval at the October 31st 

Membership Meeting.  



FROM THE PRESIDENT AND ADMINISTRATOR 

In early November, I will be completing my second and final term as your president.  I wish to thank all 

members for the privilege of serving on the Board and the Board for electing me president, and their fine support 

throughout my terms.  Thanks to the efforts of so many I believe the Historical society is well positioned for the 

future.  Our financial situation is such that the Board through various efforts outlined below has begun the process 

of determining our space and other physical needs with the very real possibility of expansion and/or remodeling.  

I would particularly like to thank our Administrator (& co-author) for all of her extra help over the past two years.  

Happily, I can report and a more meaningful thank-you by the hiring of a new staff member.  See “Programs and 

Research Secretary” below for an introduction of Barbara Eigenbeger.   
 

In every newsletter, the Oconomowoc Area Historical Society has its mission printed.  From time to time, it is 

good practice to check it out and consider whether we are headed in the right direction.  Currently the Board of 

Directors and Volunteers are assessing our present activities and planning possibilities for our future. 

We have had an increase in membership. Our year started with 165 members, and today’s membership is 251.  

We are certainly pleased to see this increase and realize that it is quite evident we are getting out into the 

community and offering exhibits and programs of interest.   
 

The Education Committee has presented programs at the museum and outreach programming to the area at large.  

This has inspired visitors and students to join and/or to explore more history through the Education Committee or 

through research.  The Society's museum office receives many phone calls and emails with inquiries about houses, 

families, and other genealogical data.  We respond through the same contact media as the inquiry or invite the 

interested parties to visit the office to gain more information and view photographs, etc. 
 

Recently, a questionnaire was printed for visitors to respond to and give input on their experiences at the museum.   

Through the thoughts and reactions of the visitors, we can consider offering new programs, tours, and exhibits 

that are of interest, community and/or family-based, and inspiring.  
 

This year we had the highest count of visitors since the year 2000. Visitors came from almost every state and 

abroad, as well. How fortunate are we to have this kind of interest!  The Oconomowoc Area Historical Society 

strives to continue in this direction, to bring out more awareness of our activities and efforts, and to example the 

historical value of the area.   
 

If you have not visited the museum lately, you may be missing something of interest!  We are open through 

December 4th this year.  Let's keep in touch and spread the word.  Something great is happening in our own 

hometown, and it is right here on Jefferson and Main Streets! 

 

Rod Bluhm and Nancy Lins 
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AUTUMN 2015 

PROGRAMS AND RESEARCH SECRETARY 
Welcome Barbara Eigenberger!  She was recently hired, part time, as the Programs 

and Research Secretary. With the increased activity at the museum, there was a need 

for a person to help keep the historical business and related functions running 

smoothly.  Barbara has office management and records management experience and 

will be a great asset to our Historical Society. Of course the first thing we needed to 

decide was how we could distinguish her from Barbara Hirsch and Barbara Elwood-

Goetsch. We decided on Barbara the 3rd or, Barbara III. Barb III will be in the office 

on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 am to 4 pm to answer your calls, assist in 

coordinating programs, and researching visitor inquiries. She is also learning to 

receive and archive donated collections.  When you next come to the museum, you 

may very well be greeted by her bright smile and outgoing personality.  Barbara III 

is a resident of Oconomowoc and a member of our Society.  



EXHIBITS COMMITTEE 
 

By the time this report is read by members of the Oconomowoc Area Historical Society, the museum's Exhibits 

Committee will have embarked upon an entirely new aspect of its future display-planning responsibilities. 

 

First of all, since Kurt Schrang and his skilled crew have provided us with additional available space in what used to be a 

large back-of-the-museum's storage area, committee members have been busy creating what eventually will become known 

as an extension of its "Streets of Olde Oconomowoc.” 

 

Secondly, in late summer, Kurt visited our monthly meeting and issued what can only be interpreted as a challenge, and one 

which none of us could ignore!  The Exhibits Committee, Kurt advised, not only must decide what present display areas 

need simple "revamping" but also which areas should be newly designed, instead.  Further, Kurt added that whatever 

articles we choose to use from the museum's vast "collections" to add to either type of exhibit should certainly be of an 

historic nature and not merely just "old.” Using plain old "old stuff", he warned, would, therefore, be unquestionably 

inappropriate. 

 

Nancy's detailed and specifically-followed Questionnaire turned out to be exactly the guide the committee needed, as we 

took up Kurt's daunting challenge and discussed what was ultimately hoped could be finite museum-perfect decisions -- 

ones that the OAHS&M's Executive Committee and Board Directors would uniformly agree upon and readily accept.  

Consequently (and without going into specifics here), the committee admitted that there was a whole lot of work ahead of us 

during the coming months, if the Oconomowoc Area Historic Society’s great Museum is to be ready for its Spring 2016 

Opening. 

 

So come join our committee and help ... or certainly come next May and find out if what was cautiously opted for this 

autumn came to satisfactory fruition!  

Shirley Hinds, Chair  
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WEDDING DRESS EXHIBIT 
 

Wedding Ceremonies, whether taking place in the proverbial June or in any other time 

of the year, are always beautiful to behold and even more enjoyable to recall.  Two 

special exhibits now on view at the museum help to reminisce and to note the subtle 

and not-so-subtle changes occurring through the years. 
 

     One of these exhibits on display can be found in the glass-door 

cabinet in the front hall. OAHS&M member, Jeanette Michalets, 

has generously loaned her large collection of various wedding cake toppings and framed 

portraits of brides attired in gorgeous gowns and headdresses popularly chosen in the early 

1920s. 
 

     The second, located on the main floor’s gazebo, is of several 

manikin brides dressed in a variety of era-suitable wedding dresses 

in styles fitting different periods of time.  Nancy and her staff have 

also prepared a written history of each particular gown shown and of the bride 

originally wearing it in a booklet easily found at the gazebo.  Because textiles are 

fragile, and this is especially true of earlier wedding dresses, exposure to air and light 

can severely damage them.  Therefore, this exhibit will be on display for a short term 

only. 
 

     So be sure to enjoy the brides of yesteryear and examine the details accompanying 

them before these precious artifacts are carefully put back in storage.  See you at the 

museum before that happens.  

Shirley Hinds 



GEOCACHING 101 

 

There was a brand new and very exciting occurrence taking place under the auspices of our museum 

this past July. “Geocaching!” This certainly proved to be an extremely new activity to so many of us.  

Laurie Muffler, a new member, and her team of avid geocachers came to us earlier and offered this "Geocache" 

opportunity. First we had to say… A What?... Then we listened and finally understood enough to welcome the 

event. And what an event it was!  More than 280 people participated on that July 25th day, from all over the area; 

some even traveled from out of state! 
 

“Thank You” to the businesses that partnered with us to make this event a success. Please remember them and 

support all our local businesses. Participating businesses were: Sherper’s, Parkers Place Fitness, Accounting 

Services Unlimited, Safro Ford, Oconomowoc Jr. Women’s Club, Oconomowoc Area Chamber of Commerce, 

the City of Oconomowoc, First Bank Financial Centre, The Inn at Pine Terrace, and 5 D Illustration Design. 

Restaurants involved were: Maxim’s, The Kiltie Drive-In, The Cornerstone, Wisconsin Stolley’s Hogg Alley, and 

Mapleway Bowl. 
 

What a great success!  The area stores, the residents, and many new visitors were totally engaged.  Families, scout 

groups, grandmas and grandpas, moms and dads, and, of course, children all joined in to enjoy the activity. This 

was so successful that we will be holding the event again in July of next year and will be including another area, 

too. What a wonderful way to present history to an entire family of all ages!  What a marvelous means to engage 

the area merchants!  It is a total “Win Win.” 
 

Here are these young volunteers. 
 

Also, please note: the July 2015 Geocache event 

continues all year. Stop in at the museum and get 

the booklet and instructions, or go to the 

instructions and booklet on the Internet through 

our website.  Then access geocaching.com to get 

GPS readings to zero in the cache items.   

Have Fun!   
 

Need more help?  Call Laurie Muffler.  

She will be pleased to assist you!  She can be 

reached at 567-8667. 
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WISCONSIN HISTORICAL  

SOCIETY FAIR 
 

The Wisconsin Historical Society held a free fair on 

Saturday, September 19th at the Waukesha Public 

Library, and we had an opportunity to display 

information about our own Historical Society.  The fair 

was also the chance to learn something about other 

historical groups in Waukesha County.  One suggested 

topic under consideration was to form a “round about or 

sharing committee,” so that Waukesha museums’ 

personnel could visit one another and become familiar 

with what others have and are doing in their museums, 

and to network and discuss pros and cons of new ideas 

and awareness marketing.   



TRICKS & TREATS 
 

Once again, we will have Tricks & Treats at the museum on October 31
st
 

from 6 pm to 8 pm.  This has been a very popular event 

for the past ten years and sparks great awareness to the 

Society.  Many of the local residents bring family 

members from other communities to the museum for the 

night of fun.  The model trains will be running in great 

form under “twilight” lighting which shows off the lights 

along the tracks.  Treats will be given out and friendly 

Halloween movies will be shown. 

 

Enjoy the “nite in the museum” with apple juice, coffee, 

and treats … and with the only “tricks” involved being 

the identification, perhaps, of who the costumed visitors 

represent! 
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WHATS NEW IN COLLECTIONS 
 

The Society received donations from: 
 

Gertrude Wilkinson - a beautiful oil portrait of Dr. M.R. Wilkinson and a brass microscope.  Dr. Wilkinson 

used the microscope in his office more than 100 years ago. This year Doctor would be 150 years old.  
 

Bob and Carol Vermillion - several vintage pieces of kitchen ware would've been stock items in an early family 

kitchen and today. A donut hole cutter, jar opener and a vintage metal match holder.  
 

Bob Zastrow - many model railroad pieces for scene enhancement such as tiny people, a "Plasticville" super 

market, a post office and a wood train station.  
 

Laurel Roach - bronze medal award with an "American Campaign Navy destroyer underway with a B-24 

Liberator bomber flying overhead" and a bronze medal award with "Asiatic 

Pacific Campaign and tropical landing scene with a Navy destroyer.  
 

Carol Neu - Chicago Roller skates circa 1960s and a carrying case with 

roller skating rink decals such as the "Palomar, Beachland and Riverside. 
 

Ron and Joan Froemming – numerous items, too many to report here; 

outstanding were a number of cameras, various items of memorabilia from 

businesses, an antique cast  iron shoe maker’s form and a box complete with 

a shoemaker’s tools and supplies.   
 

Thank you for your donations!   

Look for these items the next time you visit. 

MEMORABILIA - COLLECTION - HOBBY 

Do you have a collection that you would like to share with us?  We would gladly exhibit your collection under the same 

careful and secure care as we give our collections. Currently we have two collections on loan which will be leaving this 

winter - the Wedding Memorabilia collection and the Locks and Key collection.  

 

Come talk with us or call the archival committee about your special collection.  



6 

LABELLE CEMETERY 
This is last of the La Belle Cemetery “Who Am I?” quizzes.  We hope you’ve enjoyed finding out 

about some of the people who helped Oconomowoc prosper.  If you haven’t taken the tour yet, you can 

find it on our website.  Autumn is a lovely time to enjoy the beautiful foliage in the cemetery. If you have already 

taken the tour, we hope you have enjoyed your time there, too. Please come again in 2016! 
 

5. I was born in 1921 in Oconomowoc and died in 1996.  I was the great granddaughter of Gustav Machus, who 

was in the area.  I worked as the Oconomowoc Public Library Director from 1950-1980.  I was a member of 

the Oconomowoc Area Historical Society. 
 

8. I was born in 1911 in Oconomowoc and died in 1986.  I was married to Dayle Huston and had four children.  

I was the grandson of Peter Binzel of the Binzel Brewery.  I was a veteran of WWII.  I worked as a 

pediatrician at the Wilkinson Clinic for many years.  I was chairman of Waukesha County Polio Chapter, 

president of Waukesha County Medical Society, and Chief of Staff at Oconomowoc Memorial Hospital. I 

was director emeritus of Stokely USA and the First National Bank.  I was a generous benefactor of the 

Oconomowoc Area Historical Society. 
 

3. I was born in 1935 in Virginia and died in 1977.  I married Olive Sargent and had three children.  I played for 

the Green Bay Packers from 1957-1969.  I was elected to four Pro Bowls (1960, 1961, 1963, and 1966) and 

played in six NFL title games and two Super Bowls.  I created and managed Summerfest in Milwaukee.  I 

was elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1995.  I was a member of the Oconomowoc Sports Boosters 

Club, Summit School PTO, and Zion Episcopal Church.  I died of a sudden heart attack at age 42. 
 

1. I was born to the Dr. Lewis Meyer family in 1894 in Oconomowoc and died in 1986.  I married into a 

prominent local brewery family and had two children.  I worked as a dental technician for my father.  I was 

very active in the Oconomowoc area.  I was President of the Oconomowoc League of Women Voters and 

Zion Church Women’s Auxiliary.  I was also a member of Oconomowoc Federation of Women’s Clubs and 

Oconomowoc Music Club. 
 

6. I was born in 1897 in Farmington, WI and died in 2003.  I married Joseph and had three children.  I worked 

as a clerk at Musebeck Shoe Company (Foot-So-Port).  I was related to the Rhodee family (Rhodee Floral 

and Greenhouse).  I died at the age of 106, and I am the oldest person buried in the LaBelle Cemetery. 
 

4. I was born in 1897 in Kansas and died in 1953.  I was a medical resident at Waldheim Park Hospital (Summit 

Hospital).  I purchased the hospital in 1925 and worked as surgeon and general practitioner there.  I was a 

member of the Oconomowoc Golf Club and organized Wisconsin State Medical Golf Association.  I won 

Senior State Golf Championship in 1932.  I bequeathed one million dollars to the University of Wisconsin. 
 

7. I was born in 1909 in Oconomowoc and died in1997.  I was married to Isabelle Humphrey and Nannette 

Maxine Grodin.  I was the grand-nephew of Hugo Lorleberg, who founded Lorleberg Hardware.  I owned 

and operated Lorleberg Hardware.  I gave 2.5 million dollars to the community’s Oconomowoc Area 

Foundation. 
 

9. I was born in1905 in Oconomowoc and died in 1993.  My wife, Evelyn, and I had two children.  I served as 

Oconomowoc High School Band Director from 1927-1966.  I was president of Oconomowoc Area Historical 

Society in the 1980s.  A music Scholarship Endowment Fund was established in my name. 
 

2. I was born in 1896 in Duluth, MN and died in 1982.  I married Irma Conner and had four children.  I was in 

the US Army Air Corp in WWI.  In 1936, I purchased The Oconomowoc Enterprise and built this local 

weekly newspaper into a flourishing business.  I founded the Oconomowoc Scholarship Fund in 1948.  I 

assisted in starting the Oconomowoc Recreation Department and was president of Wisconsin and National 

Newspaper Associations. 

See answers on Page 7 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

 Greetings to all our members! Please note 

that membership fees for the society’s 

new fiscal year, which runs from November 1st to 

October 31st, are due on November 1, 2015, which 

will be here before you know it! Some of you have 

already sent in dues or maybe paid twice for last 

year, but if you see a colorful reminder note in this 

newsletter, you’ll know that your “dues are due,” 

but, if not, you are good for another year.  The forms 

are on the back of this newsletter, and we hope to 

hear from you soon. Thanks! 
 

Since our last newsletter in July, we have had several 

new members join us:  

Eva Stefanski 

Joseph Collins 

Sue Counsell 

Jacqueline Day (Bub) 

Rory Eigenberger 

Michael Pate 

Constandina Tanner 

Dave Yelk 

 

Welcome to you all!  We look forward to working 

with you in our society’s activities. We are always in 

need of new people willing to invest time and energy 

in our organization, so don’t hesitate to talk us up to 

friends and family.  
 

Our membership roll as of September, 2015 shows a 

total of 251 memberships with a breakdown of 99 

single memberships and 73 (144) couples 

memberships, along with 6 student memberships. 

There are also 6 organizations, 5 businesses, and 1 

municipality memberships, for a total of 12 in this 

category.  Lastly, we maintain 35 free memberships 

with a division of 10 historical societies or museums, 

1 library, 12 local political memberships, and 12 

donations of $500 or more.  
 

Birthdays, Special Days and Christmas 
Have you thought of giving a Historical Society 

membership or purchasing one of our historical 

books or DVDs for that special day of celebration?  

Any of these would make a great gift that will last 

the entire year and give hours of entertainment.   

 

Barb Elwood-Goetsch 

Membership Chair 
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Answers from Page 6 

 

5 Josephine M. Machus            

8 Dr. Peter Binzel Theobald  

3 Henry Wendell Jordan    

1 Alma Meyer Binzel 

6 Leona Rhadans Perkins   

4 Dr. George R. Love  

7 Hilbert Nelson Scherffius    

9 Rudolph Ernst Timmel  

2 Clarence Wilfred Brown 

LABELLE CEMETERY TOURS 
 

In October we welcomed the community to the first 

year of the LaBelle Cemetery Ghost Walk – Guided 

Tours.  Historical Society volunteers provided 

historical information of Oconomowoc along with 

local folklore, reports of paranormal activity and 

often told ghost stories.  The walks were 

approximately one hour and were featured in the 

older part of the LaBelle Cemetery. 
 

Although the information was friendly, it was 

recommended that children be 13 years or with an 

adult.  A donation fee of $5 was requested for each 

participant.  The donations went directly to the 

Oconomowoc Historical Society.   
 

At the time of this writing, five tours were 

scheduled.  However, the publicity for this event 

created an overwhelming response for the event.  

More than 1,400 people responded causing the 

committee to require reservations starting with the 

first respondents.   
 

The Society is pleased 

that there was such 

interest in the tour and 

regretted declining 

reservations and has 

decided to offer more 

tours in the future; most 

likely after the winter 

season.  Consider 

contacting us this spring 

for information on future 

cemetery tours. 

 

Laurie Muffler 

Tour Coordinator 



It is the mission of the Oconomowoc Area Historical Society and Museum to serve our many constituencies as a community resource and learning 

center, committed to historic preservation and research; and to inspire and encourage curiosity and passion for our historic treasures. 

2016 MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS DUE 11/01/2015 
OCONOMOWOC AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
 REGULAR  SENIOR (65+)  ORGANIZATIONAL  STUDENT 
 __$15 Individual __$12 Individual __$50    __$2 each 
 __$30 Couple  __$24 Couple      __Donations   
 
Name:________________________________________  Address:_________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________ State:______ Zip:______________ Phone:___________________________ 

Email Address:__________________________________________      ____ New Membership      ____Renewal 

I am interested in helping in the following areas:   Please contact me with more information _____ 

___Computer Entry ___Education Committee  ___Publicity   ___Construction/Remodeling 
___Museum Docent ___Building Operations  ___Newsletter Mailing  ___Long Range Planning 
___Museum Greeter ___Artifacts Committee  ___Refreshments Comm.  ___Genealogy Research 
___Local History Comm. ___Exhibit Committee  ___Fund Raising Comm.  ___Other 
          
Please make check payable to:  Oconomowoc Area Historical Society, Inc. 
    Attn: Barb Elwood-Goetsch, P. O. Box 969, Oconomowoc, WI 53066 

Nonprofit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID 
OCONOMOWOC, WI 

PERMIT NO. 51 

OCONOMOWOC HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P. O. BOX 969, OCONOMOWOC, WI 53066 
 

MUSEUM: 103 West Jefferson St. 
262-569-0740 / oahsm@att.net 
oconomowochistoricalsociety.org 
 
HOURS: Thursday, Friday & Sunday 1:00 to 4:00 pm 
The Museum is open May 1 to December 4. 
Call for other hours and tours by appointment. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


