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A  PUBLICATION  OF  THE  OCONOMOWOC  AREA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  &  MUSEUM 

     THE         CHRONICLES 

Quarterly Membership Meeting of the Oconomowoc Area Historical Society 
Program to be held at the Museum, 103 W. Jefferson Street 

 

Saturday April 29, 2017 

9:30 am Coffee & Conversation;  10:00 am Membership Meeting 

 

                                                 With a special program to follow   

 
 

 

  

 

 

The over 170-year history of LaBelle Cemetery and its predecessors will be traced from the 

original town cemetery for Oconomowoc, Henshall Place Cemetery, to the present LaBelle 

Cemetery. Much of the history of Oconomowoc lives in LaBelle Cemetery and many of the 

important people buried in the cemetery will be highlighted. The Cemetery's place in the list-

ing of haunted cemeteries will be reviewed.  

                        APRIL 2017                         103 W. JEFFERSON ST,  OCONOMOWOC  WI  53066 

 

                            ANNUAL GALA—NITE AT THE MUSUEM  

 

The Annual Gala will be on Wednesday, May 10th  from 6 – 9 pm.  This is a 

nice kick off to the 2017 season for visitors, members and friends.   Food, drink 

and treats will be abundant and offer a variety of delicious choices.  As an extra 

treat, we will have General George Patton to join us for a program!  He says he 

has never been in this area so it will be a fresh appearance for him ...and a new 

experience if you’ve never seen someone portraying him.  

RSVP required call (262) 569-0740 or send check: $50/person no later than May 

2nd. 

 History of LaBelle Cemetery  

By Gordon Telford  

LaBelle Cemetery Board Member 
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ADMINISTRATOR 

What a pleasure to see the sun shining.  This winter 

has been dreary and a number of members and volun-

teers succumbed to some type of flu or cold this year 

which was unusual.  But it did not keep them down.  

Between bouts of illness and bad weather, volunteers 

came to work at the museum and as usual much has 

been accomplished! 

What’s new? The kitchen!  Thank you to all who do-

nated so that we could fund this project.  Kurt Schrang 

and his contractors did an excellent job on planning 

and then on the actual construction. The first-floor fur-

nace was moved out of the Docent Room and placed 

on the second floor, which opened up more room for a 

kitchen. When you come to the museum again, stop in 

to see the results.  Now, there is a enough space and 

facility to prepare food for events and meetings! 

The kitchen construction and rerouting the furnace 

ducts created mounds of dust which infiltrated the en-

tire museum.  This spring much extra time was spent 

cleaning and dusting to prepare for the opening of the 

museum. The second-floor storage was completely 

covered in fine dust also.  Many more hours are 

planned to clean there as well. 

Still, the museum will be opened on May 4th and we 

all look forward to seeing members and friends for an-

other successful season.  

Nancy Lins, Administrator 

 

 

ARCHIVAL/LOCAL HISTORY COMMITTEE 

Several more cameras have been received with near 

new condition lenses included.  At this point we will 

only take cameras if they are in outstanding condition 

and earlier than 1935.   

Jean Neal donated a beautiful Singer Model 301A 

electric sewing machine from the 1950s.  It is in a 

portable case and was adaptable to be mounted in a 

sewing table.  This unique cream colored machine 

found a home since it is nothing like what we have in 

the collection currently.  Sewing machines, also, must 

be unique in order to be accepted. 

Hilton Neal donated several cameras, an electronic 

light meter and several like new micro and macro 

lenses which are featured in the new camera exhibit. 

Linda Koepel donated a Polaroid Land Model 950 

camera with accessories and a light meter.     

Barbara Eigenberger donated The Native American 

Experience by Jay Wertz, a 61 page book which 

sparks interesting thoughts about our first residents of 

the area and their life style. 

Robert Butt donated two railroad station caps which 

belonged to Don Stewart and Louis Schnieder from 

the Dousman Depot.  The ad for Regulation Uniform 

Caps from Goettler Hat Co. was included. 

Judy Rhodee also brought in several items which at the 

time of this writing, we have not had the opportunity 

to go through.  It looks quite interesting however, with 

hats that are not in our collection, some clothing that 

may have been costumes, and Rudy Rhodee’s band 

coat and hat!  

A reminder, call before you bring your donations.  We 

have limited space and therefore must limit what we 

can accept.   

 

MUSEUM HOURS—begin on May 4th! 

Visiting Hours -  

Thursday, Friday & Sunday 1 pm—4 pm 

Office hours are Tuesday and Thursday 10 am – 4 pm.  

Please feel free to come in to talk, donate items, or bring 

friends and relatives in for a visit.  Tours may be scheduled 

by appointment and for parties of 8 or more.  Please plan 

well in advance with several dates in mind.  We try to ac-

commodate your preferred time schedules but volunteer 

availability may require different dates and times..    

2017 Geocache Event July 22nd  

The Historical Society will hold another Geocache event .  

Plans are still in the works  so save the date if you are an 

adventurer.  Participants will meet at the Museum  for reg-

istration.  Prizes will be awarded at the end of the day. 
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EXHIBITS COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
In every January, or maybe even earlier, our committee members begin preparing the museum’s exhibits for 
the busy season to come.  This winter, Nancy and her two eager assistants, Barb 3 and Trish, had already 
”rescued” various donated artifacts, etc. from storage and have planned where and how these items might be 
placed.  Now it was time for the rest of the committee volunteers to discuss the specifics and to envision the 
manner in which these articles, along with other items perhaps altered or used previously elsewhere in the 
museum, should be arranged to best tell the particular historic “story” each exhibit should convey.  Admitted-
ly, there is still work to be done, but, as promised, the Oconomowoc Area Historical Society  & Museum will 
be ready for visitation by mid-spring, all summer and autumn, and right up through early December 2017.  
Come see! 
 
Shirley Hinds, Chair 
 
************************************************************************************** 
January Quarterly Program - Dianne Robinson, DNR Wildlife Biologist and Educator, presented her pro-
gram on the land history of Oconomowoc area and the information was well received by the attendees that 
Saturday morning.  She told many interesting stories on how species of birds and animals have disappeared 
and some have reappeared or  have been reintroduced to the area.  All of these changes, Dianne stated, were 
based on food sources and the development and use of different types of land areas.  

************************************************************************************** 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                     APRIL SHOWERS   

Things we need and could use more of, so please donate: 

 A roll of paper towels 

 A package of small napkins 

 Some snack-size paper plates 

 A can of coffee 

Or other items that could defray the cost of treats at our quarterly meetings. A 

basket will be available in the front hall in which for you to place your items. 

We could also use floor-type easels and floor-type music stands. 

 

May 17th – The Gustave Pabst Mansion, built in 1928, will be 

open for viewing.  The event was very successful last year’  If 

you missed it then, here is another chance to visit.  The man-

sion is the current home of the Prader-Willi Homes of Ocono-

mowoc (PWHO).  The open house is a fundraiser for PWHO.  

There is no fee for viewing but donations are requested.  What 

a beautiful mansion and a great opportunity to see excellent 

craftsmanship of woodwork, tile and interior design from this 

era.  Gustave Pabst, son of Captain Fred Pabst who founded 

Pabst Brewery, lived in the mansion with his family. 
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ANNUAL VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION BREAKFAST 
 
The breakfast is scheduled for April 27th at the Lake Terrace Café in the Lutheran Homes of Oconomowoc 
complex and will be served at 8:30 am.  With the changes and new construction at Shorehaven, this will be the 
last year that we can use the café.  We thank the staff of the Lake Terrace Café for providing a friendly place 
and excellent service for so many years. Please RSVP at (262) 569-0740 to reserve your place. 
 
Thank you goes to all who volunteered time and effort for the museum’s welfare during this past year. Whatev-
er your task was we so very much appreciate it and know it helped to keep our doors open, meet our mission 
and make the museum a  better and more interesting place. 
 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
DOCENTS/GREETERS – the calendar will be available at the Volunteers’ Breakfast.  We ask that you bring 
your calendar and sign up for a day each month if you can.  We always need substitutes and more regulars.  
Please consider volunteering a few days this season.  
 
Not including Thursdays, there are 56 days that need two people each day on a Friday or a Sunday afternoon 
from 1– 4 pm May through November.  Thursdays thankfully are covered by the office volunteers.  Please help 
us fill those other days!  Visitors are very disappointed when they arrive and we are closed. 
 
Each year volunteers retire after having faithfully served many years.  These retirees want to see someone fill 
their places.  Please consider joining us for just a few hours.  Visitors to the museum is the most important part 
of our mission!  If we are not open there is little reason for having a museum.    
 
***************************************************************************************** 
      

        

                                    

         

 

                                    NEW  VOLUNTEERS      

 

 

We have three new volunteers!  Hunter Annan, 17, home schooled and eager to help both in the office 

and on the model trains, is one of them and we are so pleased to have him join us.  Also, Nancy Babb 

and Chuck Laabs have volunteered to help in the office or at home.  They will both be working mostly 

at home and through the direction of Sandie Carter and Nancy.  Maybe now we can put a dent in some 

of the library files we’ve received!  Hunter and Abby Eigenberger, 16 years has been faithfully volun-

teering an hour every Tuesday and Thursday, are sorting documents and news articles.   Hunter is also 

assisting with data entry for Barb 3.  Nancy (Babb), Chuck and Sandie are typing index listings of the 

material for research. There are literally hundreds of news clippings, marriage records, obituaries and 

photos from the early 1900s.  It is wonderful that former volunteers took the time to preserve these 

items, but now the task is to tame the material so that it can be retrieved to use in articles and research.  
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PRIZED ARTIFACT!   

Jean Neal donated a Paper Dress made by Paper Caper! 

 

It is new AND never worn but not in its original packaging. The dresses were made from 1966 to the late 

60s.  More information is on the Wisconsin Historical Society Website and  features the original red dress 

and only two patterns were made.  Our paper dress is the other design which was a geometric design as 

shown in the photo.  It is black and tan and is still a fitting pattern for today’s fashions. 

Paper Capers was a product of Scott Paper Co. located in Marrinette and Oconto.  The red dress was made 

to promote Scott’s new color selections in their products.  The fiber is not all paper.  Scott company called it 

“un-paper” or “Dura Weave” because it was 7% rayon fiber and 93% paper napkin stock.  The paper is 

thicker than todays paper napkins and appears it would hold up well when worn.  While it states it can be 

washed, we question what it would look like after it dried.  It is simply a print and the color does not go all 

the way through the fiber. 

The dress is an “A” line style and is sized “one size fits all” but it realistically measures as a ladies size 12. 

There is no hem but is simply cut with scissors to fit the desired length. 

The dress sold for $1 (thank you, Jean for your investment!) because it was meant to be disposed of after 

wearing.  This was the onset of the “space age” when many ideas were born with the thought of living on 

the moon.  If you would like one of these dresses, we did find one for sale on Ebay for ... more than 100 

times the initial investment plus postage! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Black & White        Red 

 

The red dress was featured in "Life Magazine", (Nov. 1966), in the article, it was quoted by the fashion de-

signer: “It was thought paper clothes would eventually be sold in tear-off rolls for only pennies a piece.” 

The 'back-to-nature' hippie lifestyle folks and those with concerns about pollution and wasting material, put 

the paper fashion garments out of business. 

However, today you see many disposable garments inspired by the 1960s trend.  Hospital gowns and shoe 

covers, safety masks, aprons, and restaurant lobster bibs are examples. 

The label reads:  “Paper-Caper by Scott 

Important: Your  Paper Caper is fire re-

sistant, but washing, dry cleaning or 

soaking will make the fabric dangerously 

flammable when dry.” 
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MEMBERSHIP 

 Greetings to all our Historical Society members! Please note that membership fees for the 2017 fiscal year 

were due on November 1, 2016.  Dues reminder postcards have been sent out to last year’s members who have 

not yet renewed their membership, so if some of your friends are remarking that they haven’t received the 

newsletter or other communiqués from us, you can gently hint that they may have forgotten to send in their 

dues!  The membership form is on the back of this newsletter, so you can pass it along to someone who may 

need the form…thanks! 

Since our last newsletter in January, the following members have joined us:  

  Greg Rouleau    

  Mark Wilkinson  

  Lexie Wolter 

    And the Zastrow family 

 Nate and Kristie Zastrow 

  Maximus Zastrow 

  Augustus Zastrow 

 

Welcome each and every one of you!  We look forward to working with you in our society’s activities. We are 

always in need of new people willing to invest time and energy in our organization, so please “talk us up” to 

friends and family. This has been another good quarter for membership growth…many thanks to those of you 

who have been enthusiastically spreading the word about the Oconomowoc Historical Society! 

Our membership rolls for March, 2017 show a total of 200 memberships with a breakdown of 78 single mem-

berships, and 57 (114) couples’ memberships, along with 8 student memberships. There are also 12 organiza-

tion/business/municipality memberships and 34 free memberships.  

 

Barb Elwood-Goetsch, Chair  
 
 
*************************************************************************************** 
 

Birthdays and Special Days 

 

  Have you thought of giving an Historical Society membership or pur-

chasing one of our historical books or DVDs for that special day of cele-

bration? Either would be a great gift that will last the entire year and give 

hours of entertainment. 
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OH WE LOVE A PARADE! 

In an area where parades are so popular, many have been in a parade.  The city requires a permit to  be filed with an idea of 

what you plan to do to participate, such as, a float, a band or some other activity to catch the crowd’s eye.  And of course it 

must be approved.  When the permit is accepted (and possibly paid for), the participants are assigned a designated “staging” 

place within the parade. 

How wonderful it was on  January 20, 1953 when the Oconomowoc Legion Band was given permission to play in the Eisen-

hower Inauguration Parade!  Of course application and fees were paid and they were ready for instructions.  Their “staging” 

instructions came in a booklet!  It listed all the participants in the parade, their designated places and the parade route.  It also 

listed places they were not allowed to go.  Now the trip!  Within this treasured booklet was a typed sheet of paper which is 

shown below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members, instruments, luggage, trains, buses, hotels and more… they 

all arrived!  They had an exhilarating time and made it home safely!  

A lifetime memory! 

                      From the archives of the Rhodee family! 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

OCONOMOWOC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 

103 W Jefferson Street 

P.O. BOX 245, OCONOMOWOC, WI  53066 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Nonprofit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Oconomowoc, WI 

PERMIT NO 51 

MEMBERSHIP FORM  

(Renewals-Due November 1st ) 

OCONOMOWOC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 

Please make check payable to:    OAHS&M    C/O Membership   P.O. Box 245   Oconomowoc, WI  53066  

REGULAR SENIOR (65+) ORGANIZATIONAL STUDENT DONATIONS 

___$ 15  Individual 

___$ 30 Couple 

___$ 12 Individual 

___$ 24 Couple 

___ $ 50 ___$ 2 each ___________ 

Name  Address  

 

 

City  State              ZIP Phone  

Email _____________   NEW____ RENEWAL____ 

I would like to help Please contact me Call us for information   

 __ Computer Entry 

 __ Docent/Greeter 

 __ History Research 

 __ Fundraising 

__ Education Commit-

tee 

__ Building Operations 

__ Archival Committee 

__ Refreshments 

__ Exhibits Committee 

__ Newsletter/Publishing 

__ Publicity 

__ Other 

  

Museum Visiting Hours 

May — Early December  

Thursday, Friday & Sunday 1-4pm 

  

Phone: (262)569-0740 / oahsm@att.net 

Office  Research Open Tues. & Thurs 10 - 4 pm. 

Call for  other hours & Tours by appointment 

Web:  oconomowochistoricalsociety.org 

Follow us on Facebook 


